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Orthographic projections remain a pervasive element within the discipline of architecture; they are the 
primary ways by which architects conceive of and describe their work. Orthographic projections are 
drawings that represent 3-dimensional objects in two dimensions. In this exercise you will create a series 
of drawings that describe an object in ways that allow the viewer to comprehensively understand its 
qualities and characteristics. 

Process: Part I 

1. In class, you will be assigned a specific object. There will be Two (2) students for every one (1) object.  

2. Each student is required produce a series of free hand sketches that describe the object, as per the 
following: 

 A minimum of two (2) sketches from any perspective; and  
 A minimum of one (1) sectional sketch (imagining what the object might look like if cut in half). 

Note: do not physically cut the object; rather, project what the interior of the object might look like 
if it was sectioned.  

Your sketches need not be precise or properly scaled, but should attempt to capture critical 
characteristics of the object.  In creating your sketches, consider the following: 



� What are the geometries contained within its exterior surface and what are the relations 
between the objects exterior and interior?  

� What are its proportions?  
� Where are its seams or material changes?   
� What are its surface qualities?   

These drawings are a way to begin to see the object; complete them quickly and without putting pressure 
on the outcome. 

3. Upload your sketches to your blog by 11:59pm on Sunday  September 17 th.  

Process: Part II 

5. Following the in class exercise, you will be required to rigorously measure & document your object. 

6. Using this additional information, produce by hand the following orthographic projections of your object. 

� One (1) Plan Drawing 
� Two (2) Section Drawings 
� Two (2) Elevation Drawings 
� One (1) Axonometric Drawing 

 
These drawings should be produced at a 1:1 scale. Be intentional in your use of line weights, line types, 
annotation, color, etc. when constructing your orthographic projections.  

Carefully select the medium (paper type, pencil, pen, etc.) that best allows you to communicate the 
necessary information within your drawings.  

Deliverables: 

Upload the following to your blog by 11:59pm on Sunday, September 17th: 

� All preliminary sketches of your object (from Part I); 
� One (1) plan drawing of your object (from Part II); 
� Two (2) section drawings of your object (from Part II); 
� Two (2) elevation drawings of your object (from Part II); and 
� One (1) axonometric drawing of your object (from Part II). 


